similar.' Moreover, it has been known for several years that these bacterial protein toxins are also structurally similar to ricin and abrin.' 2 These plant toxins are, respectively, present in seeds of the castor bean plant (Ricinus communis) and the jequirity bean (Abrus precatorius), which are not closely related to each other.3 There is compelling evidence that the cytotoxic effect of all these toxins is mediated by an identical mechanism. The toxin molecules consist of an A subunit and one or more B subunits. After binding of the B subunit(s) to a cell surface receptor, the A subunit enters the cell, where it cleaves an adenine residue from ribosomal RNA Reply EDITOR,-Ethical aspects regarding our paper (Gut 1994; 35: 313-6) were asked by one of the reviewers, and the necessary answers were given. Study protocol was much more detailed in the first version of our paper, but was shortened afterwards according to the reviewers' recommendations. Finally, only epidemiological and microbiological aspects were described in the published version.
We agree that such a study should not be done only for epidemiological purposes. Our study took place in a clinical context with therapeutic concerns as in the first instance, three cases of H pylori endoscopic gastritis were found in this institution and then treated with clinical ameliorations. These three children had endoscopy because of suspected oesophagitis and macroscopic nodules were seen in the antrum. This led us to perform biopsies, which showed the presence of
